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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 January 2004 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-36 are pending on this application. Examiner has considered the 
IDS submitted by the applicant on 01/24/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth In section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over "Alien versus Predator" hereon "AVP" dated 2001 . 

Regarding claim 1, AVP teaches multiplayer video game having following 
limitations: 

Computer identified players in plurality of team and the players correspond to 
graphical depiction on the virtual game environment (AVP page 1 1-20, page 1 1 
shows the depiction of the players); 

During the game play player of the first team tries to catch the player of the 
second team are depicted on the game environment (AVP page 55 para 6); 
When player of the first team catches the player of the second team, the player 
of the second team becomes the player of the first team (AVP page 55 para 6); 
Ending game when a predetermined event occurs (AVP page 55 para 6), where 
mutant's and survivors score based on either time or kills. However AVP does 
not disclose the game to be an automobile driving simulation. A game based on 
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the same idea simulated in a gaming environment having a different theme 
merely an engineering design choice, therefore it would have been obvious to 
ordinary skilled artisan at the time of invention to apply AVP's game idea to 
alternative game theme to give players alternative player excitement. 
See MPEP 2144.04 

Regarding claims 2-5, AVP teaches the graphical depiction of the players 
whether you are a predator or the prey (AVP page 55 para 6), and either the 
mutant or the survivor can be considered to be the first or the second team; a 
graphical depiction of a police car is merely an engineering design choice as 
opposed to AVP's depiction of alien or predator or mutant. 

Regarding claims 6-1 1 , AVP discloses many different ways of scoring for 
the game such as either time determined or based on the number of kills (AVP 
page 55), in this case survivor being team two and lasting the predetermined 
time can be a winner. AVP further discloses the game is either single or 
multiplayer mode and many character are computer controlled; upon occurrence 
of the predetermined criteria the player on the first team changes to be the 
players of the second team (AVP page 55 survivor); AVP discloses different 
graphical depiction of predator's option and choices along with the vision of 
where the prey location are an alternative to directional arrow of player's location 
and the map data (AVP page 38-51 ). 

Regarding claims 12-18, AVP's disclosure shows the many predetermined 
criteria for the game winning score such as time and kills (AVP page 55 para 6); 
AVP's players are all identified prior to the starting of the game, also players 
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scores are displayed along with the player status and location using various 
graphical depiction (AVP page 36-37), which are alternatives to displaying the 
changes in player attributes and the players status in the team along with the 
duration of the time players were in the team. 



Remaining claims 19-36 are rejected at least for the same reference cited 
by the examiner above. 

Below is a paragraph from the internet archive cited on form 892 
(reference form) is an old British bulldog tag game having limitations which seem 
to be claimed by the applicant. 
British Bulldogs Tag Game 

Use a large pitch or hall for this game, to allow players plenty of room for 
manoeuvrability. Home is defined as being either end of the pitch/pla5dng area. 
At the start all players stand at one end with one or two chosen as Bulldogs (the 
catchers) who stand in the middle. On the call "British Bulldogs i, i, 3" by the 
catchers, all players have to get the other side without being caught. This can 
either be by 'tagging' (simple touch) or in the more boisterous version catchers 
have to catch and hold onto players for the count of three in order for players to 
be caught. Anybody who is tagged becomes a Bulldog as well. The first two caught 
or last two caught in each game become the Bulldogs for the next one. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MASUD AHMED whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1315. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00am- 
5:00pm, Alt Fri, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571 272 7147. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/M. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



